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Abstract

The purposes of this study were: 1) to study the process
of participation of the Ban Ton Pho community as an OTOP
community; 2) to study the opinions of tourists towards community
participation in order to create guidelines for the participation of the
OTOP Tourism Community in Ban Ton Pho, Pathumthani Province
for Sustainable Tourism. Research methodologies were mixed
between quantitative and qualitative research. For qualitative
research, an in-depth interview form was used as a data collection
tool to ask stakeholders in the community, such as the government
sector, entrepreneurs, and local people. However, the quantitative
data were collected from Thai tourists by using questionnaires
as a research instrument. The results of the study in-depth
interview were as follows: 1) Decision making: Local people were
involved in the decision to participate in the project, including
the selection of attractions within the village and activities
in the learning center. 2) Operational aspect of participating
in the project: Not all the local people were involved in this
aspect, but there were representatives from the villages and
the village headman was a follower of the project’s operations
with the government sector. 3) Benefit: Local people participated
in receiving benefits from the project. Revenue generation creates
a career for the people in the area and promotes the village’s
products. 4) Evaluation: Not all local people were involved
in this area and were assessed by the village headman, community

committees, and the government. The village headman will be
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the representative and coordinate with the people in the area to
get the information. The results of the Thai tourists’ participation
in Thai tourism revealed that most of the tourists who answered
the questionnaire were female, aged between 20 and 30 years
old, with a bachelor’s degree. Their average monthly income is
between 10,001 baht and 20,000 baht. Most of them received
information about the community’s tourism through friends,
relatives, or acquaintances, and it was their first time traveling.
The purpose of traveling was for leisure or sightseeing.
Most of them traveled during the weekend and spend less than
1,000 baht per trip. Opinions of tourists towards activities within
the OTOP Tourism Community of Ban Ton Pho are as follows:
tourism resources and access to the tourism community’s level
are very good. In terms of facilities within the tourism community,
there was a good opinion on the components of services within

the tourism community. The comment level is very good.

Keywords: OTOP Tourism Community, Participation,

Tourist Attraction
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